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Planning  

Getting started 
Carlmont High School



Lesson Objectives

By the end of this session you will:

1. Understand the importance of completing a financial aid 
application for your post-secondary planning.

2. Understand the differences between the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and CA Dream Act Application 
(CADAA) and know what information is required for each form.
 

3. Choose which application you will use based on your personal 
circumstances. 
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As a senior, you are planning for your 

post-secondary pathways. financial planning 

must be a major part of your plan for your 

social/emotional well-being. 



Why is financial planning important?

1. Budgeting is necessary to ensure that you are meeting your 
essential needs such as housing, food, utilities, and other 
necessities.

2. The more informed you are about your resources, the more you will 
have access to opportunities.

3. Accessing financial resources to help pay for your post-secondary 
planning could significantly reduce your stress level.  

4



Applying for Financial 

Aid is a Step in Financial 

Planning
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Why Might a Student Complete a 

Financial Aid Application?

I think a student might complete a financial aid application because…

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDMwMjUyNjc4ODMyOTMwMTU2MzAiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFCc3VTMDlCVmVtampCaUlpLXhTMjV3bk5pSEV3NnNCTnhwd2hnZXdfVWpFIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImcxMzQ3ZDc0YTVmY18wXzE1IiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxQnN1UzA5QlZlbWpqQmlJaS14UzI1d25OaUhFdzZzQk54cHdoZ2V3X1VqRS85MDIzZjFlMi05YmEwLTQ1NmYtYjgzMC1kZDk0YjVkOWFhOTkifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier
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Importance of Applying for FAFSA/CADAA

● Can help pay for community college
○ Certificate programs
○ Associate degree programs
○ Transfer to 4-year college or university

● Can help pay for vocational training schools
● Can help pay for university

○ Bachelor degree

More education = 
Increased earning 
potential $$$$$

And IT’S A STATE REQUIREMENT TO 
COMPLETE ONE OF THE FORMS!!!!
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While filling out financial aid 
forms can seem like an 
insurmountable task, you 
CAN do it!!!



Types of Financial Aid 

Forms
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FAFSA
(Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid)

CADAA
(California Dream Act 

Application)

You fill out 
one form 
only- either 
the FAFSA or 
CADAA



Which Form Would I Need?

10

FAFSA CADAA
● U.S Citizen 
● Permanent Resident 
● Eligible non-citizen 
● T Visa holder

● Undocumented student 
● Have a valid or expired DACA 
● U Visa holders 
● Have Temporary Protected Status 

(TPS)

See Your Counselor if you’re not sure which one  to fill out



Dependent Student versus Independent Student

Independent Student  
● At least 24 years old
● Married
● A member of the armed forces
● An orphan
● A ward of the court
● Someone with legal dependents 

other than a spouse
● An emancipated minor 
● Someone who is homeless or at risk 

of becoming homeless. 

**If you are an independent 
student, you may not be 

required to enter parental 
information on your FAFSA or 

CADAA application. 
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Documents You MAY Need to Complete the FAFSA or 

CADAA

FAFSA
For you AND your parent/s

❏ Social security number (parent, if 
applicable)

❏ Federal income tax return from 
the previous tax year

❏ Cash, savings and checking 
account balances

❏ Any benefits from certain 
programs (SSI, SNAP, 
Free/Reduced Lunch, TANF, 
CalWORKS, WIC)

CADAA
For you AND your parent/s

❏ Federal income tax return from 
the previous tax year

❏ Cash, savings and checking 
account balances

❏ Any benefits from certain 
programs (SSI, SNAP, 
Free/Reduced Lunch, TANF, 
CalWORKS, WIC)
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDMwMjUyNjc4ODMyOTMwMTU2MzAiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFCc3VTMDlCVmVtampCaUlpLXhTMjV3bk5pSEV3NnNCTnhwd2hnZXdfVWpFIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVoYW5kRHJhd2luZyIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnMTM0N2Q3NGE1ZmNfMF83NiIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMUJzdVMwOUJWZW1qakJpSWkteFMyNXduTmlIRXc2c0JOeHB3aGdld19VakUvNTBhZDRkNTgtZDkyOC00YTIwLTgyOWQtYzI5ZTljMTJkZDliIn0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Steps Needed to Complete the FAFSA or CADAA

FAFSA
1. Create a FSA ID. 

a. You will receive an email 
confirmation from the 
Social Security 
administration once your ID 
has been verified.

2. Go to the FAFSA website and 
begin your application. 

CADAA
1. Visit the CADAA website and click 

on “first time user.”
2. Answer the questions regarding 

the SSN.  Note:  A DACA number is 
not a SSN.

3. Answer questions regarding 
AB540.

4. Start the application. 
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STUDENTS MUST SUBMIT THEIR CADAA/FAFSA BY MARCH 2ND FOR 
CAL GRANT ELIGIBILITY! 

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/landing


What are my next steps? 

1. Use this handout as a checklist to ensure that you have all of the 
documentation needed to complete your financial aid application.

2. Attend a Cash for College Workshop with your parent/guardian.  

November 2 at Carlmont  -  6pm
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GkPzIi79-wH8DwoAfc7ZtPVc5fb29u8245vTwsvNofI/edit


Financial Aid Planning Timeline

Participate in 

this Financial 

Aid 

Presentation

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3

Gather 

Documents and 

complete this 

Checklist

Attend Cash for 

College

Workshop and 

submit your 

FAFSA/

CADAA!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JkItx41-mveyfIZJk3578orV9t5L31UWJw3Y91DCA5A/copy

