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Prerequisite: Student performance, teacher recommendation, and successful completion 

of Modern World History with an “A” or completing AP European History earning a 

grade of “A” or “B.” 

 

Course Description 

 

AP United States History is designed for students who are performing above the high 

school level, have a consistently strong work ethic, and who enjoy the in-depth study of 

American history and government. This one-year course of study is based on the 
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grade California Social Science and national Advanced Placement standards. This 

course is organized under the guidelines established by the College Board to prepare 

students for the national AP examination. This course covers the entire span of United 

States History; is an in-depth study of the development of American political, economic, 

and social institutions; includes selected interpretive study of ideas, issues, analytical 

materials, and biographical information. Students in this class will take the AP U.S. 

History national exam in May and may earn college credit for this course. 

 

Course Requirements 

 

Reading: Students in AP U.S. will be required to read roughly 32 - 38 pages of text per 

week throughout the entirety of the year. Please note that the text utilized in the course is 

a college-level textbook.  Students will also read 10 chapters of a supplementary college 

level interpretive history text called The American Political Tradition by Richard 

Hofstadter as well as additional supplementary essays and documents. 

 

Writing: Students in AP U.S. will be required to master a number of writing-based 

assignments including document analysis, document analysis, in addition to free-response 

& document-based essay questions.  Students should expect to write 10+ essays per 

semester. 

 

Assessments: Students in AP U.S. will be required to take bi-weekly chapter tests and 

write weekly essays.  Students will also complete a summer reading assignment.  

Students will also be asked to complete one group project/presentation each semester.  

Finally, the AP U.S. History test held in May is encouraged for students who take the 

course. 

 

Why take AP United States History? 

 

AP U.S. History. is a 5-point class.  Students who earn an “A” in AP U.S. History will 

receive 5 points for the semester.  Students who take and pass the AP U.S. History test 

with a score of 3 or higher may receive college credit. 



 


