Course Description: Government and Economics
Overview

American Government focuses on the basic structure and purpose of the American government. Students learn
the basic history and political philosophy behind our system of government, different influences on and
methods of political participation, the structure and function of the three branches of government, the history
of protecting civil liberties and rights in the United States, and a basic introduction to state and local
government.

Economics provides a broad survey of the study of economics. Students learn the basic vocabulary and theory
of the study of economics, the theories behind supply and demand, how economics applies to peopleona

government in the economy, an overview of macroeconomics that includes basic vocabulary and
fiscal/monetary policy, and international economics.

Requirements of the Course
Government requires students to complete the following:

B Weekly homework assignments that include outlines, comprehension and analysis questions, reflection,
and current event analysis

B 5-7 unit exams that consist of multiple choice questions and 1-2 free responses

B Current event and analytical reading at teacher’s discretion

Economics requires students to complete the following:

B Weekly homework assignments that include outlines, comprehension questions, reflection, practice
problems and current event analysis

B 7 unit exams that consist of multiple choice questions and 1-2 free responses

W Current event and analytical reading at teacher’s discretion

What Makes this Different Than AP Gov/Econ?

“Regular” Gov/Econ, while a rigorous course, requires less textbook reading, provides more in-class review time
for exams, more teacher guidance and less in-depth material. The reading difficulty of the textbook is set at a
high school level. Students receive more in-class time for homework, exam review and class activities than on
the AP level, which, because of the volume of material, requires a more lecture-based environment. While
students will certainly become well versed in Government and Economics, the “regular” course does not cover
the material in the same depth and specificity as the AP course. Because of this, there is generally more time to
slow down and comprehend the material, as opposed to the AP course, which is on a deadline to cover all
material before the AP exam. In terms of content, students will get the opportunity to learn about state and
local government, which they do not in the AP course. In Economics, students will learn much more about
macroeconomics and international economics which is only briefly touched upon in the AP Microeconomics
course. Both “regular” courses focus on practical engagement in a democratic society as opposed to a focus on
theory that is required by the AP curriculum.
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Course Description: AP Government and Economics

Overview

AP American Government and Politics provides an analytical perspective on government and politics in the
United States. This course involves both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and the
analysis of specific case studies. It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs and
ideas that constitute U.S. political reality. Major units include 1) Constitutional Underpinnings of the United
States, 2) Political Beliefs and Behaviors, 3) Political Parties, Interest Groups, Mass Media, 4) Institutions of
National Government: The Congress, the Presidency, the Bureaucracy and Federal Courts, 5) Public Policy and 6)
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties.

~ AP'Microeconomics focuses on economics on a small scale, namely through the individual and the business.

Students learn the basic vocabulary and theory of the study of economics, the theories behind supply and
demand, vocabulary and graphs behind the costs of production in a business, market structures (monopoly,
oligopoly, monopolistic competition, and perfect competition), labor and resource markets, and the theory of
market failures and what government can do to rectify them.

Requirements of the Course
AP Government requires students to complete the following:

Nightly reading of an average of 5-15 pages, including textbook outlines and/or reading notes
Practice FRQs (some completed in class, but many for HW)

6 challenging unit exams that consist of roughly 30 multiple choice questions and 1-2 free responses
Current event and analytical reading at teacher’s discretion

AP Econ requires students to complete the following:

Nightly reading of 5-15 pages, including textbook outlines, reading notes and/or practice problems
6 lengthy problem sets that include multiple choice questions, graphs and practice problems

6 challenging unit exams that consist of roughly 30 multiple choice questions and 1-2 free responses
Current event and analytical reading at teacher’s discretion

What Makes this Different Than “Regular” Gov/Econ?

Students should expect a college-level environment. This entails fast-paced lectures and higher level thinking,
often with minimal assistance (i.e. students must take their own notes as opposed to relying on Power Point
presentations). There are also stricter guidelines in terms of expected behavior, difficulty of exams, make-up or
late work, and student motivation. In order to succeed on the AP level, students should have an interest in the
material and be willing to take significant time outside of class to read their textbook, review lecture and
problem set material, and develop questions they have about difficult material. In terms of content, students
will go much further into depth in both subjects; students who are interested in the subject will gain a much
richer and nuanced understanding of Government and Economics. On the AP level, students will not learn
about state and local government, which they will in the standard Government class. In AP Economics, they will
only focus on Microeconomics and gain only a brief introduction to Macroeconomics. While students do not
need to be enrolled in a higher level math course, there is more use of math and graphing on the AP level than
in the standard course. The content of both courses is determined by the College Board and the course is
designed to prepare students to take the corresponding AP exam.
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